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there all the winter. They touched at Syracuse, in Sicily, and at Reg^io,
in Calabria, and landed at Pozzuolo, near Naples. Finding some Christians
there, the apostle was prevailed on to stay seven days with them. Hence
he proceeded near one hundred miles by land to Rome. The Christians
of that capital hearing of his coming, several of them went out to meet
him, some as far as to Forum Appii, forty-eight miles, others to Tres
Tabernse, now called Cisterna, twenty-two miles from Rome. He arrived
at that city in the beginning of spring, in the year 61. Julius, the captain,
delivered his prisoners to the Praefectus Prcetorio, Afranius Burrhus, an
officer of great wisdom and moderation, and of chief authority during the
first years of Nero, whose brutish temper was much restrained by the
counsels of Seneca and Burrhus till the death of the latter in 62. St Paul
was treated with great indulgence and permitted to live in a house which
he hired, only with a constant guard upon him and always fettered with a
chain; one end of which was probably, according to the Roman custom,
fastened about the guard, who was obliged to accompany him everywhere,
but was often changed. During his custody he preached freely to those
who resorted to him, first to the Jews; afterwards, with much greater fruit,
to the Gentiles. No accusers appearing against him, after two years he
was set at liberty. Here St Luke ends his history of the Acts of the Apostles,
which from the thirteenth chapter is a narrative of the travels of St Paul.
The PhiHppians sent Epaphroditus, their bishop, with money to St Paul
for his relief during his imprisonment, and the apostle wrote to them his
most tender epistle in 62, in which he exhorts them to be upon their guard
against false teachers, who pretended that the law of circumcision obliges
Christians. Onesimus, the slave of Philemon, an eminent citizen of Colossse
in Phrygia, served St Paul in his confinement, and the apostle obtained of
his master his pardon and liberty by his most tender and eloquent Epistle
to Philemon. He sent by Onesimus, the same year 62, his Epistle to the
Colossians, who had been converted to the faith, not by St Paul, but
by Epaphras, who was their bishop. The apostle warns them against a
superstitious worship of angels, which certain disciples of Simon Magus
endeavoured to introduce. It was also in Italy that he wrote his Epistle
to the Hebrews, probably about the year 63.

Some time after his enlargement he returned again from Rome into the
East, as he had promised in all the above-mentioned Epistles. There he
undertook new voyages, preached again over many countries and suffered
over again chains, prisons, torments, conflicts, and continual dangers of
death. He had a design, when he writ to the Romans, of visiting Spain;
but this, Pope Gelasius thinks,1 he never executed. He in this journey
established the faith in Crete, and left St Titus bishop there; as he did
St Timothy at Ephesus. He wrote his first epistle to this latter out of

1 Cone, t, iv. p.